TVxb Quick Guide for Windows 7 Media Center

What'’s in TVxb V2.0006
The following MXF elements are supported:

Single Lineup

Single Provider

Affiliates and Affiliate logos

Services (channels) and Service logos
Persons ( actors and directors only)
Limited Series recognition

Programs and ScheduledEntries
Series recognition

Limited Movie recognition

Some of these features are obviously dependant on the online schedule provider and the coding in the TVxb.ini
file. In general TVxb is flexible enough to process most types of information but | lack the time to do this beyond
a handful of countries with an enthusiastic user community (and the occasional donator!)

What's not in V2.0006

Only one Provider is supported

Series recognition needs improvement

Seasons are not recognized.

Keywords are not yet enabled

Guidelmages for Programs, Series, and Seasons are not supported

Automatic recognition of Movies, Live events, Sports events, Repeats, Finales, Premiers is limited.

The TVxb.ini syntax is creaking at the seams and will definitely get a major overhaul and improvement in
usability later in 2009, hopefully before the Windows 7 launch.

The documentation is not yet updated. In particular this guide doesn’t provide enough information for
someone who has never used TVxb before.

The Future
I’'m taking a sabbatical all through 2009 and one possible project is a major rethink of the TVxb interface and the
end of the dreaded TVxb.ini file. | might also work on further automated recognition of guide information.

Updates to TVxb will be sparse over the next 4 months as my stuff is moving into a container and on to Seattle

on Feb 28 2009 (including my development system) as | move countries/cities.
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The Quick Guide

If you are already using TVxb then loading the guide into Windows 7 is relatively simple.

1. Install TVxb V2.0006 or higher. (First make a copy of your existing TVxb.ini file for safe-keeping.)

2. Edit the TVxb.ini file (Start Button, All Programs, TVxb, Edit Configuration)
Remove the following two items:

xmltvoutput=...
mcechanneloutput=...

Replace with:

mxfoutput=tvxb.mxf
outputtimezone=UTC
provider=xxx

lineup=yyy

e where XXX is the name of the online listings provider you are grabbing your guide data
from. e.g. Starhub
e andyyy is the name of this particular lineup of channels or services. e.g. CableTV

The actual valesfor provider and lineuR 2 yagpéar tomatter much (however only use
alphanumeric characters). Theiynplyidentify this particular source arsheup of guide
information.L ¥ &2dz R2y Qi aLISOATEe LINRJARSNIf@&NuUE AYSdz

For each channel, specify the channel number used to tune to that channel. You can use the usual
TVxb V1.x syntax, or the revised TVxb V2.x syntax. Either way TVxb will work out what you mean. For

example:
Using TVxb V1.x syntax:

[hbo.sg]
name=HBO
name=60

Using TVxb v2.x syntax:

[hbo.sg]
service=HBO
channel=60
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3. Run TVxb (Start Button, All Programs, TVxb, Download Guide)
e The guide data will be downloaded
e An MXF file will be created in C:\ProgramData\TVxb\xml\
e The lineup and program data will be loaded into the Windows 7 Media Center guide

4. Setup the guide in Windows 7 Media Center

It is easier to do this using a keyboard rather than the remote control.

i Tasks, Settings, TV, Guide, Edit Channels

ii.  Select channel name field (it will be blank) —in this case we are setting up Channel 72 to be
“Discovery Turbo”. You can use the “Page Down” “Page Up” buttons to navigate around.

") Windows Media Center

settings

Save

Cancel

Auto Select

Clear All

Sort by Name
Restore Default
Reorder Channels

Show Preview

EDIT CHANNELS

To change the settings for a channel, select the
channel name and press OK on the remote
control. Select or clear the check mark to enable
or disable the channel.
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iii.  Select Edit Listings

"’ Windows Media Center E =) @

SETTINGS FOR 72

Enter the correct number for the channel listing
Save below. To change the name, select Rename. To

change the current listing, select the channel
Cancel listing below.

Disable Channel number:
Rename

“Edit Listings | Channel listing:
Edit Sources

No data available.
Show Preview

iv. Use the END key to navigate to the end of the listings.
e Find the listing you want to attach to this channel. It should be easy to find as it will have no
channel number assigned to it. (See picture below for an example)
e Click on the name of the channel listing

Q’ Wifindows Media Center =~ (=) @

CHANNEL 72 LISTINGS

To map the channel to a different listing, select
Cancel the correct listing below. This channel is

currently mapped to:
Sort by Number

11 : : e
SHio Previe Discovery Science-Discovery

213 Discovery Travel Living-Discovery

Miscovery Turbo
115 2]:{0)
996 of 1013 AV

Discovery Turbo

Ultimate Discovery - American C
Ep 80

No information available
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V. Then press Save to save.

") Windows Media Center E =) @

e — . Enter the correct number for the channel listing
Save below. To change the name, select Rename. To
change the current listing, select the channel
Cancel listing below.

Disable Channel number:

Rename

Edit Listings Channel listing:
Discovery Turbo

Ultimate Discovery - American C

Show Preview Ep 80
No information available.

Edit Sources

vi.  Repeat for each channel.

vii.  You might need to exit Media Center and reenter to see the listings appear in the guide.
fé2dz OFy Qi aSS GK$henf AaldAy3a Ay @2dzNJ IdzA RS

e Check that TVxb created the TVxb.mxf file in C:\ProgramData\TVxb\xmI\
e Use WordPad to check that it contains valid information —i.e. A list of Programs
ScheduledEntries and other data.

e Check the TVxb log file for any errors. C:\ProgramData\TVxb\log\errlog-xxx-xx.log . You should
see this at the end:

Loading: MXF file into Media Center
Status: Finished!

If there are no error messages after the “Loading” line, then the MXF data was successfully
loaded.

If this looks okay, then you will need to:

e Run Media Center TV Setup again
e Run TVxb again to reload the guide data.
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New TVxb.ini items

 Item code
outputencoding

Example
outputencoding=utB

Description

Replaces the xmltvoutput= item
It should almost always be set
to utf-8

mxfoutput

mxfoutput=CtProgramDat&TVxhxmATVxb.
mxf

Where to write the MXF data
for loading into Windows 7
Media Center
o If you specify this, then
there will be no xmltv
output produced.

keyword

Reserved for future use

keywordgroup

Reserved for future use

special=notimezone

special=notimezone

Remove the timezone
information from the xmltv
“start” and “stop” attributes for
compatibility with TSreader

provider provider=TVgids Provider of online listings
provider=TVgids,copyright=All rights reser\ e Optional second
parameter contains
copyright text or a URL
to the provider’s terms
and conditions of use
of the download guide
data.
lineup Lineup=Freeview A collection of channels. For
the moment TVxb only
supports one of these. i.e. Put
all your channels under one
lineup.
affiliate affiliate=HBO An entity that owns a bunch of
different services or channels.
For example HBO is an affiliate
of HBO, HBO Signature, and
Cinemax channels
affiliatelogo affiliatelogo= Where to find the logo for an
http://www.hboasia.com/images/heading_Iq affiliate
go_hbo.png
service service=National Geographic Replaces the name= item
channel channel=215 What channel your Set Top Box
needs to tune to in order to
receive this channel
servicelogo servicelogo= Where to find the logo for an
http://www.hboasia.com/images/heading_Iq individual channel
go_hbo.png
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